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‘Focus on IM Understand Cause and Effect

the Ohlo

Academic LA-C-B-7.2 Analyze examples of cause and effect and fact and opinion.

Text structure refers to the way information in a text is organized. One way
a writer can organize information is by using cause and effect. A cause shows
a reason why something happens. An effect shows the result of the cause.

Cause and effect is especially useful when you want to show what
happened and why—for example, why an earthquake happened and what
occurred as a result of the quake. It's also useful when you write “what if”
articles—for example, “What would happen if the oceans dried up?” Many
articles about health issues use cause and effect to show the dangers of certain
foods or activities or what you can do to prevent certain ilinesses. Cause-and-
effect organization may be presented in different ways.

o The author may present causes and effects throughout the article.

e The author can explain or state the cause or causes first, and then
explain the effect or effects:

Cause Effect
Rocks beneath the The Earth trembles
Earth’s surface shift. in an earthquake.

e The author can explain the effect or effects first, and then explain the
cause or causes:

Effect Cause
The Earth trembles <—— | Rocks beneath the
in an earthquake. Earth's surface shift.

When you read information organized by cause and effect, try keeping notes
in charts like the ones above.
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