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LA-C-B-7.2 Analyze examples of cause and effect and fact and opinion.

A fact is an objective statement that can be proved. For example:

¢ The Ohio River marked the boundary between the North and the
South during the Civil War.

» The Ohio Renaissance Festival takes place in Harveysburg every fall.

e Film director Steven Spielberg was born in Cincinnati.

An opinion is a subjective statement that a person may think is true but
cannot be proved. It is a personal belief or judgment that some people may
agree with and others may not. For example:

¢ The Ohio River is the most significant river in American history.
e The Ohio Renaissance Festival is one of the best in the country.

e | think Steven Spielberg is America’s best film director.

signal words help you to identify opinions. Signal words that may show

that a statement is an opinion include: bad, believe, best, feel, good, greatest,
important, least, may, might, most, must, probably, really, should, should not,

and worst.

Remember that opinions are statements that express beliefs. Opinions
cannot always be proven true. It is important that you know how to separate
facts from opinions. You can’t always trust how truthful materials are that
contain more opinions than facts.
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